
“Songs of the Beloved”  
A Service of Carols Toward the Cross 

 

 

Gathering Meditation              “Spirit’s Beloved”                                               Paperless 
 

I am Spirit’s beloved with whom God is well pleased 

I am Spirit’s beloved with whom God is well pleased. 

 

 
 

Call to Worship                        From the Third Song of Isaiah 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

And the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land;  

Deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  

But over you the Lord will rise,  

And God’s glory will appear upon you. 
 
Alleluia!  The Lord has shown forth his glory: 

O Come, let us worship. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Mark 9:2-7          The Transfiguration 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such 

as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 

were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to 

say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came 

a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  
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Song                            “Swiftly pass the clouds of glory”         
Text: Thomas Troeger     Tune: John Tirro 

 
 

Isaiah 58: 6-12          The Prophet Institutes a Fast 
 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 

hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, 

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the 

Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for 

help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the 

finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 

afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The 

Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 

bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters 

never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
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Song                                         “Beautiful Things”                                              Gungor 
 

All this pain  

I wonder if I'll ever find my way 

I wonder if my life could really change, at all 

 

All this earth 

Could all that is lost ever be found? 

Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 

 

You make beautiful things 
You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 
You make beautiful things out of us 

 
All around, 

Hope is springing up from this old ground 

Out of chaos life is being found, in you 

 

Chorus 
 

Bridge 
You make me new, 

You are making me new 

You make me new, 
You are making me new 

 
Chorus 

 
 

Prayer  
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who 

are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our 

sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect 

remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Mark 1:9-15                 Jesus is Baptized by John in the Jordan River 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Song    “There’s Wilderness All Around Us”    
Text: Kyle Matthews     Tune:  John Tirro 

 
 

John 12:12-16     Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a 

young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your 

king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at 
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first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written 

of him and  had been done to him. 

 

Response                         “God Was There”                                             Text: John Bell 
                                                         (w/Hosannas)        Music:  F. McKendree, adapt. Z. Nyein 
 

 
 
Genesis 1:27-31b God creates the world and calls it “good.”                  (Easter Vigil Text) 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
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its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 

air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 

given every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 

indeed, it was very good. 

 

Psalm 139                   Setting by Bernadette Farrell 

 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-6                The Valley of Dry Bones                              (Easter Vigil Text) 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones 

live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 

shall know that I am the Lord."   
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Silence 
 

Closing Song                            “Love Divine”       Text: Charles Wesley   Setting: Mark Miller
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Prayer 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 

wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 

tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast 

down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 

things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


